
in the ARS budget for the previous budget year. The net 
result is a $3 million d e c r e a s e  in funding from FY 78 
program levels. 

Some of the work to be cut has been aimed at finding 
ways to use renewable resources instead of  petrolelam in 
various products. Dr. Warner Linfield's continuing research 
on soap-based detergents and lime soap dispersing agents, 
for example, would be ended under the proposed cuts. The 
process has been commercialized in Japan. 

In Peoria, the ~ereal Products Laboratory is the lab that 
developed xanthan gum and "super slurper," a highly 
absorbent material finding many industrial uses. Another 
project that would be ended involves developing biode- 
gradable plastic film from natural sources. One firm has 
developed biodegradable hospital laundry bags. Dirty linen 
and other possibly germ-laden items are discarded into the 
bag, it is sealed and tossed unopened into a washing 
machine, thus avoiding possible contamination in hand 
transfer from laundry bag to washing machine. �9 
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Production of animal, vegetable, and marine fatty acids 
totaled 72.7 million pounds in December 1977, an increase 
of  900,000 pounds from November. Inclusion of  tall oil 
types raises the overall December production level to 99.1 
million pounds, compared with 98.7 million pounds for 
November, according to figures from the Fatty Acid 
Producers Council. 
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JUST RELEASED! 

Our new 2 0 p a g e  brochure 
on oil ref inery loss 
monitor ing.  
Send for your copy today. 

ELLIOTT AUTOMATION 
COMPANY INC. 
P.O. BOX 3 1 2 2 7  
CINCINNATI,  OHIO 45231 
5 1 3 - 9 3 1 - 0 1 6 2  

L O S S  M O N I T O R  

The Digital Refining Loss Monitor 
Calculates and Monitors your 
Percentage Loss minute by minute. 
Alerts your Operator to any 
Deviation or Trend away from the 
Optimum Loss Percentage. Analog 
Trend Recorder and Digital Printer 
Record Valuable Process Data for 
Loss reduction and Inventory 
control. 

ELLIOTT 
AUTOMATION COMPANY 


